What we feel/think…
· Lowell’s environment stresses the importance of academics a lot more than it should.
· Most students have high expectations.
· feel they have to take one AP class (if not more) for various reasons such as:
1) The more APs they take the more likely they’ll get accepted into a good college
· Colleges such as Stanford think differently. Stanford considers Lowell an AP factory              

2) Because my parents want me to

3) Because I want to challenge myself

4) Because my all my friends are too
5) Etc 
· The mindset some students have blind them to the fact that taking too many APs can hurt more than help them.

What is considered a rigorous course load? 

taking 6-7 APs a year
Who is to blame?

We can point fingers all we want at the students, parents, teacher, admin, and the school … the list goes on  BUT instead of finding someone/thing to blame…we should try to find a (temporary) solution

Why are APs so important at Lowell?

Lowell is known for its rigorous academic standards. Students come to Lowell so that they can take advantage of all the opportunities Lowell has to offer such as the variety of APs, sports, etc. YET some students choose not to attend Lowell because they hear Lowell is super hard…The students pull all-nighters… and other things

SO What is Lowell without its academic identity/status?
Lowell is dependent on the money generated from APs.

Ex. AP Human Geography –many students did not pass…school received thousands thus the course remains intact/stays

QUESTIONS:
1) Is the push for AP classes because the school wants to challenge us or because they need the AP funds?

2) How much money is generated from APs?

3) How much of the school’s budget is dependent on the money generated from APs? 
4) Should we be so dependent in the funding we get from APs? Is the cause of the dramatic increase in the number of APs taken over the past few years because of the budget cut?

5) What is the money (from APs) used for specifically?

6) How many Lowell students are taking APs?

a. % taking 0-2?

b. % taking 3-4?

c. %taking 5-7?

7) How do others schools approach the budget cut problem? Where do they get their funding from is not from APs?

a. Apparently… the school gets money if there are more English learner students…

b. We have an active PTSA and Alumni Association (while other schools don’t) who raises a lot of money.

8) Who is in charge of APs?

a. What is Ms. Giles’s role? 

b. What is Mr. Grannuci’s role?
Suggestions

1. Run the stress video (by the Wellness Center) on the flat screens OR have an assembly presentation on stress (like the anti bullying assembly…& start a big discussion)  

2. cap the number of APs a student can take a year

a. maybe cap at 4

b. if we implement the cap system…to be fair to those who can handle the workload, we should set requirements 

i. if a student wants to take more than 4, can the parent to sign a consent form stating THIS IS A COLLEGE LEVEL CLASS MEANT TO CHALLENGE THE STUDENTS. DO NOT TAKE THIS LIGHTLY. WE DO NOT WISH FOR STUDENTS TO LOOSE SLEEP, LUNCH TIME, AND ETC. 

ii. make it mandatory for students to attend one session or more with a Wellness Center Counselor (mandatory like the resource thing we had to do freshman year)

1. The downside is our current mod/period schedule. How can this work if we have no free mods?

3. Perform a skit at Freshman Orientation 

4. Bring back study hall

a. Can eat, sleep, listen to music, RELAX, and etc.

5. Freshmen have to have a lunch …take an elective

6. Bring back the 7th course electives only 

7. Students attend SSC meetings (if it is open to the public…)
Our next steps

1) getting a petition

2) getting student perspectives (from freshman(senior)

3) making a powerpoint that highlights student’s concern vs. adult’s (admin)

4) gathering info (about APs…other sources for funding)
